
                                    

 

 

 

 

Sandringham Rail Corridor  
 

Birrarung - Gardenvale  
 

SECTION Plan  
 

28 /0 8 /2022  
 



Green Lin e Section Plan  

Green Line Alliance Green Line Section Plan Page 2 

GREEN L INE ROUTE AND SECTIONS  
The Green Line runs through three local government areas, the City of 

Stonnington, the City of Port Phillip, and the City of Glen Eira. 

STONNINGTON SECTIONS  (PAGES 3  ă 21)  

The Stonnington section runs from Birrarung to Windsor Station: 

¶ Darling St (between Yarra River and Toorak Rd) 

¶ South Yarra Siding and Osborne St (between Toorak Rd and Falkner St) 

¶ Portland Plc (between South Yarra Siding and Portland Ln) 

¶ Balmoral St (between Portland Ln and Commercial Rd) 

¶ Porter St North (between Commercial Rd and Greville St) 

¶ Prahran Station (between Greville St and High St) 

¶ St John St/Thomas St (between High St and Windsor Siding) 

¶ Windsor Siding 

PORT PHILLIP SECTIO NS (PAGES 22  ă 36)  

The Port Phillip section runs from Alma Park to Hotham St: 

¶ Alma Park (between Dandenong Rd and Alma Rd) 

¶ Raglan St (between Alma Rd and Inkerman St) 

¶ Nelson St (between Inkerman St and Balaclava Rd) 

¶ Balaclava Station precinct/Railway Place 

(between Balaclava Rd and Grosvernor St) 

¶ Gibbs St/Brunning St/Summers St/Albion St diversion 

¶ Albion St/Monkstadt Path (between Albion St and Glen Eira Rd) 

¶ Lyndon St (between Glen Eira Rd and Hotham St) 

GLEN EIRA SECTIONS  (PAGES 37  ă 47)  

The Glen Eira section runs from Hotham St to Gardenvale Station. 

¶ Ripon Grove (between Hotham St and Glen Huntly Rd) 

¶ Riddell Pde (from Elsternwick Rd to  

¶ Elm Ln (From Oak Avenue to Elm Ave) 

¶ Nepean Highway (from Marmara Dr to Nepean Hwy) 
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STONNINGTON PRECINCT 
BACKGROUND 
The Stonnington Precinct runs along the Sandringham railway verge from 

the Yarra River/Birrarung to Windsor Siding. Over its course of just under 

оƪƳΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴ tǊŜŎƛƴŎǘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ 

railway cuttings by the Melbourne and Suburban Railway Company from 

1858-1860; following a series of mergers the line was acquired by the 

Victorian Government in 1867 and extended to Sandringham in 1887. 

ABORIGINAL HERITAGE AREA 
The discovery in 2016 of previously unknown pre-contact stone artefacts at 

South Yarra Sidings, now a registered Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Site, as 

part of work on the Metro Tunnel, underlies the significance of this country 

to its Aboriginal Traditional Owners, the Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung and 

Bunurong people of the Kulin Nation. 

I NCREASING L OCAL PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 
The City of Stonnington has made significant investments in recent years to 

increase available green space, promote biodiversity and reduce the urban 

heat island effect in this highly built up area, through the Yarra River 

Biodiversity Project, purchase of land for pocket parks and the Chapel St 

Vision planning initiative. The status and potential of the Sandringham 

railway verge as a vital green corridor and community resource has 

however been under constant threat over the same period by inappropriate 

development proposals, with good decision-making made more difficult by 

the complex of government and statutory authorities responsible for 

different aspects of its operation and management. 

REWILDI NG STONNINGTON COMMUNITY I NVOLVEMENT  
The Green Line proposal from PECAN, in association with Rewilding 

Stonnington and other community groups and engaging with relevant local 

and other government and statutory authorities, aims to resolve these 

anomalies with a clear vision to preserve and enhance the Sandringham 

railway verge as green space for the future, harnessing a demonstrated 

reservoir of local support for action to combat climate change and increase 

ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

I NDIGENOUS HERITAGE WALK  
¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ wŜǿƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ǘƻƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 

Indigenous Heritage Walk along the railway verge from SY to Windsor 

Sidings during the recent Federal election campaign, follows on from years 

of informal community involvement in sustaining this corridor. 

This is an unmissable opportunity to engage with our colonial history, to 

acknowledge traditional knowledge, to improve public understanding of the 

contribution that the restitution of indigenous species can make to our 

natural environment and to move forward on the path of reconciliation, as 

well as to make a practical contribution to much-needed green space in a 

highly urbanised environment. 
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STONNINGTON PRECINCT  
(SOUTH YARRA ă WINDS OR)  
The Stonnington Precinct section of the Green Line runs for 2 kilometres 

from Darling Gardens to Windsor Station. 

Many sections of that corridor are already high value diverse habitat. There 

is already a lot of informal community involvement in sustaining, rewilding, 

and improving this corridor. 

The Stonnington section runs from the Birrarung (the Yarra River) to 

Windsor Station: 

¶ Darling St (between Darling Gardens and Toorak Rd) 

¶ South Yarra Siding and Osborne St (between Toorak Rd and Falkner St) 

¶ Portland Plc (between South Yarra Siding and Portland Ln) 

¶ Balmoral St (between Portland Ln and Commercial Rd) 

¶ Porter St North (between Commercial Rd and Greville St) 

¶ Prahran Station (between Greville St and High St) 

¶ St John St/Thomas St (between High St and Windsor Siding) 

¶ Windsor Siding 
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DARLING ST 
The Stonnington section of the Green Line starts at the Yarra River, and 

immediately connects to Darling Gardens, the local park adjacent to the rail 

embankment.  From Darling Gardens, the Green Line runs south along 

Darling Street to Toorak Road. 

 

The area around Darling Gardens is a key walking and cycling interchange, 

connecting the southern path of the Main Yarra Trail and offering a 

pedestrian access across the Cremorne Railway Bridge. 
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PUBLIC ACCESSIBIL ITY  

Darling Street has relatively poor pedestrian and cycling accessibility.  The 

wide road features a central median, while the footpaths are narrow, 

without nature strips, and there are no cycling paths. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Widen footpaths on west and east sides of Darling Street. 

¶ Designate Darling Street as a cycling corridor. 

 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

Darling Gardens and the Yarra River are the only significant areas of public 

open space in this section.  Beyond these, there are opportunities to 

increasing public space and greening by expanding road verges in 

conjunction with traffic calming measures along Darling Street. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Install pocket green verges along Darling Street. 

TREE CANOPY 

The north end of Darling Street, closest to the Yarra River, features a short 

road section that is planted with mature trees.  However, the remainder of 

Darling Street, from Domain Road to Toorak Road, has only a handful of 

tree plantings. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Plant appropriate canopy trees in widened footpaths on west and east 

sides of Darling Street. 

 

BIO -DIVERSITY  

The Green Line will increase bio-diversity in Darling Street by creating 

nature strips along either side of the road, allowing new tree planting and 

grassy meadow-style nature strip undergrowth. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Revegetate and regenerate indigenous species along the road. 

¶ Improve landscaping along Darling St to support indigenous species. 
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SOUTH YARRA SIDING  AND OSBORNE 
ST 
Starting from the restored South Yarra Siding Reserve parklands following 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǘǊƻ ¢ǳƴƴŜƭ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ tƻǊǘŀƭΣ wŜǿƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ǘƻƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

Indigenous Heritage Walk proposal is a feature of this section of the Green 

Line. In a co-design process with Traditional Owners, the Walk presents an 

opportunity for connection with traditional knowledge about Country, 

including a significant Aboriginal Heritage site in the new reserve. 

The route along Osborne St to Fawkner St currently features new and old 

footbridges across the railway cutting. 

 

The rehabilitation of this section is an ideal opportunity to create a first 

class walking track and nature corridor alongside the train line. 

 

Restitution of the South Yarra Siding parklands includes construction of a 

new bridge connecting pedestrian and cycle traffic between Toorak Rd and 

Chapel St, via Osborne St; the Walk continues through open spaces along 

both sides of the railway corridor through to Commercial Rd. 

This area also has some of the largest gaps in rail-side planting, as well as 

ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ {ǘƻƴƴƛƴƎǘƻƴ Ψpocket parksΩ that could be incorporated 

into the corridor. 
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PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY  

The rail reserve previously afforded good public accessibility along Osborne 

Street.  Reinstating and rehabilitating the rail reserve, and keeping Osborne 

Street one-way would allow Osborne Street to become an exemplar of a 

nature and people centred environment. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Install a walking path along east side of Osborne Street. 

¶ Install two-way cycling path along Osborne Street. 

 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

The rail reserve along the east side of Osborne Street and the rehabilitated 

South Yarra Siding Reserve will reinstate the major areas of public space in 

this area.  Noting that the works around the South Yarra Siding have 

significantly reduced public open space in this area. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Rehabilitate Osborne Street rail reserve as a linear park. 

¶ Rehabilitate South Yarra Siding Reserve as major public open space. 

TREE CANOPY 

Until recently, Osborne Street had good canopy cover on the residential 

and the reserve sides of the street.  However, the rail works have removed 

all of the mature trees along the east side of Osborne Street. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Re-landscape Osborne Street rail reserve and South Yarra Siding 

Reserve with indigenous trees, shrubs, and ground covers. 

 

 

BIO -DIVERSI TY 

The rehabilitation of this area is a key opportunity to support bio-diversity. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Revegetate and regenerate indigenous species along rail cutting. 

¶ Improve landscaping along rail cutting to support indigenous species. 
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PORTLAND PLACE  
With access from both Osborne St and Arthur St/William St following 

restoration of the South Yarra Siding Reserve, the route along Portland 

Place and Portland Lane is a well-used pedestrian access pathway along the 

East side of the rail corridor. 

 

The Portland Place face to the east side of the railway is well maintained by 

residents. The range of species is less diverse and less ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ΨindigenousΩ 

than Porter Street, but birdlife is busy, and trees and bushes healthy, except 

for some old eucalypts at the northern end around the footbridge, which 

were sick and have been removed. 

 

The south end of Portland Place connects to Portland Lane, a narrow 

pedestrian-only laneway approximately 100m long, connecting Portland 

Place to Balmoral St. 
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PUBLIC ACCESSIBILI TY 

Portland Place is a relatively narrow two-lane street, with a narrow nature 

strip on the west side (adjacent to the rail cutting), and a narrow footpath 

on the east side (the residential side).  This street should be considered for 

one-way travel (from north to south) to improve residential amenity. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Consider reverting Portland Place to one-way vehicle travel, allowing 

widened footpath and nature strip alongside the rail reserve. 

 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

The Portland Place area will have good access to the rehabilitated South 

Yarra Siding Reserve, and to the Osborne Street rail reserve linear park. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Rehabilitate Osborne Street rail reserve as a linear park. 

¶ Rehabilitate South Yarra Siding Reserve as major public open space. 

TREE CANOPY 

This section of the Green Line features significant tree canopy along the 

edge of the rail cutting, giving relatively good tree canopy cover along 

Portland Place. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Widen nature strip on west side of Portland Place to further improve 

tree canopy. 

 

BIO -DIVERSITY  

The Green Line will increase bio-diversity in Portland Place by protecting 

and expanding habitat areas alongside the rail line. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Revegetate and regenerate indigenous species along rail cutting. 

¶ Improve landscaping along rail cutting to support indigenous species. 
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BALMORAL STREET 
The north end of Balmoral Street is accessed via Portland Lane, or across 

the Argo Street bridge. 

 

The east bank of the railway verge in this section was planted in the late 

1990s, over a similar time period to the section further south in Porter St, 

by Metro Trains subcontractors and through resident action. Plantings 

include a number of Australian native, if not locally indigenous, eucalypts 

and other trees. 

There are three pocket parks on the West side of the track (Argo Reserve, 

Osborne Street Playground, and a new pocket park on the north-east of the 

Osborne St and Argo St intersection).  Additionally, there is a new pocket 

park on Balmoral St, on the corner of Balmoral St and Perry St.  

These parks all feature a range of plantings; and could be augmented with 

indigenous plantings integrated with new plantings along the rail corridor. 
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PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY  

Balmoral Street is an unpleasant street for pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers.  

This street is a major traffic thoroughfare to the residential and commercial 

properties between Balmoral Street and Chapel Street. 

The footpath on the east side of the street is narrow and encroached, and 

the rail reserve on west side of the street is similarly narrow and cramped. 

The intersection of Argo St and Balmoral St offers poor pedestrian amenity, 

lacking a formal pedestrian crossing.   

Actions Required: 

¶ Consider removal of on-street parking from south end of Balmoral St. 

¶ Install a pedestrian crossing at the intersection of Balmoral and Argo. 

 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

Balmoral Street features a new pocket park at the corner of Balmoral and 

Perry streets, and the larger Grosvenor Street Reserve is within walking 

distance (without crossing major roads).  Furthermore, several pocket parks 

are situated on the west of the rail line, accessed via the Argo St bridge. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Further landscape and improve the pocket park on Balmoral Street. 

TREE CANOPY 

The tree canopy along Balmoral Street is good given the narrow rail 

embankment here.  However, the canopy here would benefit from 

widening the reserve to afford the growth of larger trees. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Widen rail reserve to improve tree canopy. 

 

BIO -DIVERSIT Y 

The Green Line will increase bio-diversity along Balmoral Street by 

protecting and expanding habitat areas alongside the rail line. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Revegetate and regenerate indigenous species along rail cutting. 

¶ Improve landscaping along rail cutting to support indigenous species. 
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PORTER STREET NORTH 
Across Commercial Road from the south end of Balmoral Street, the Green 

Line continues along Porter Street.  Porter Street runs from Commercial 

Road to Greville Street, where the Green Line continues alongside Prahran 

Station. 

Porter Street is extremely narrow and only appropriate for careful local 

vehicle traffic. 
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PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY  

Due to its narrow width and cluttered footpath (also narrow), Porter Street 

has very poor pedestrian accessibility.  Residents have petitioned Council to 

convert this street to shared use, to improve amenity and greening. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Convert Porter St to shared use, widen footpath and plant east side. 

 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

Porter Street, like Balmoral Street, has recently gained a small pocket park 

that connects Porter Street to Grattan Street and Grattan Gardens. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Landscape the Porter Street pocket park with indigenous species. 

 

TREE CANOPY 

The tree canopy along Porter Street is constrained by the narrow reserve 

alongside the rail line.  The trees along this section are often sparse, and 

divided by sections where trees are entirely absent. 

The west side of the rail reserve is inaccessible along this section, and is 

ideal for additional plantings to improve tree canopy. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Widen rail reserve to improve tree canopy. 

¶ Plant new trees along west side of the rail reserve. 

 

BIO -DIVERSITY  

The Green Line will increase bio-diversity by protecting and expanding 

habitat areas alongside the rail line. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Revegetate and regenerate indigenous species along rail reserve. 

¶ Improve landscaping along rail reserve to support indigenous species. 

¶ Coordinate Council and rail authority maintenance activities to avoid 

nesting seasons and the use of herbicides.  
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PRAHRAN STATION  
Local residents have been working, through the Metro Trains/Keep Victoria 

Beautiful Stationeers program and independently, to plant out garden beds 

on the West side of the track and are now working on adding understory to 

the older vegetation on the East side. Public response has been great, with 

the formerly messy entrance to the station now looking loved. Removal of 

the charity clothes bins has made a big difference to rubbish levels. 
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PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY  

Public accessibility is good throughout the Prahran Station Precinct.  

Notably, there is a dedicated walking path along the west side of the 

station, connecting Greville Street to High Street. 

While this walking path is easily accessible from Greville Street, crossing 

south across High Street is more difficult, with crossings approximately 

200m to the west or east along High street. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Install a pedestrian crossing over High Street between Porter St and St 

John Street. 

 

 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

This area of Prahran has little public open space, with the nearest spaces 

being Grattan Gardens (accessible without crossing major roads) and 

Windsor Siding (which requires pedestrians to cross High Street). 

An opportunity exists in this area to purchase a small, but important, 

section of land for public space adjacent to the walking path. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Investigate purchase land at rear of 10-16 Charles St. 
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TREE CANOPY 

The tree canopy alongside Prahran Station and the adjacent walking path 

are well established. 

The land parcel available for purchase at the rear of 10-16 Charles Street 

includes three established eucalypts, which provide significant tree canopy 

cover.  The adjacent river red gum likely predates European settlement, and 

would be isolated if the approved development proceeded and the three 

trees removed, per the planning approval. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Ensure protection of established tree at rear of 10-16 Charles Street, 

either through land parcel purchase or specific protection. 

 

 

BIO -DIVERSITY  

The Green Line will increase bio-diversity by protecting and expanding 

habitat areas alongside the rail line. 

Actions Required: 

¶ Revegetate and regenerate indigenous species along rail cutting. 

¶ Improve landscaping along rail cutting to support indigenous species. 
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ST J OHN ST/THOMAS ST 
This 300m section of track is the least accessible and least tree-covered 

section of the corridor.  Because the track bends, it is off-line with the road 

grid, meaning there is only a short section where the road (St. John Street) 

follows the line. 

This section of the line offers a significant opportunity to install a walking 

path or boardwalk along the rail reserve to connect from High Street to 

Windsor Siding (the dotted route below). 

 

 

 

 


